Unique Bookends That Are Easy 

to Make 


Cityscape Bookends for the Power 
Tool Challenge 

During the first Power Tool Challenge, I got together with 
fellow bloggers to create a project using one power tool - a 
drill. I made a wall mounted light fixture that was really 
easy and looks fabulous! After taking the summer off, we are 
back with a new project, this time using a jigsaw. I chose to 
make Cityscape Bookends for the Power Tool Challenge complete 
with full-scale templates. The “buildings” use only straight 
cuts making this the perfect project for those new to the 
jigsaw! 
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DESIGNS BY STUDIO C 



Tools & Materials: 

■ 1 - 1x3 at 4' 

■ 1 - 1x6 at 4' 

■ Printer & paper 

■ Spray adhesive 

■Sandpaper (80 grit, 120, grit, 220 grit) 

■ Jigsaw with a scrolling blade 

■ Drill with a Phillips bit, and a countersink bit 
■Pocket hole jig, optional 

■ 8 - 1-1/2" screws 

■ Wood glue 

■ Paint (I used spray paint) 




■ Adhesive felt pads 


Cut List: 

■ 1 - 1x6 at 12 " - Building 1 

■ 1 - 1x6 at 12 " - Building 2 

■ 2 - 1x3 at 6" - Bookend Bottom 

■ 2 - 1x3 at 10-3/4" - Bookend Side 


Step One 

Cut pieces of the 1x6 to length using the jigsaw. Print the 
templates and align the registration marks on the taller 
building then tape the sheets together. Cut out the buildings. 
Spray the back side of the paper templates with the spray 
adhesive, then position the templates on the 1x6 pieces. 








Step Two 

Cut out the buildings using a jigsaw and a scrolling blade. 
The scrolling blade is narrower, and is generally used for 
cutting curves. To me, I get better control of the jigsaw by 
using a scrolling blade for projects like this. 

Make the horizontal cuts first stopping just short of the 
template, then make the vertical cuts. (Ignore my not-very- 
straight cuts !) 







Step Three 

Peel as much of the template off as possible. If there is any 
paper left, it can be sanded off. Thoroughly sand the edges 
and the faces of the buildings, starting with the 80 grit 
sandpaper, moving to the 120 grit, then finishing with 220 
grit. 

Step Four 

Cut the 1x3 pieces with the jigsaw and sand the pieces 
thoroughly. With the pocket hole jig set for 3/4" material, 
drill pocket holes in one end of the shorter boards. 

Draw a line down the length of the shorter boards in the 
middle of the pieces (on the bottom face). Drill two holes 
along this line approximately 1" from the center of the line. 

Secure the longer boards to the end of the shorter boards 
using glue and 1-1/4" pocket hole screws. 

If you do not have a pocket hole jig, countersunk 1-1/2" 
screws can be used to secure the pieces to each other. Draw a 
line 3/4" up from the bottom edge of the longer boards, and 
drill two countersunk holes between the line and the end of 
the board. Secure the longer board to the shorter board using 
glue and 1-1/2" screws. 


Secure the buildings to each of the shorter pieces using glue 
and 1-1/2" screws through the bottom. 































Step Five 


Finish the bookends as desired. I used three coats of a flat 
white spray paint, with a light sanding in between each coat. 
Add the adhesive felt pads to the bottom. 














Take a look at some of the other projects for the Power Tool 
Challenge: 


Great inspiration, right? There are all kinds of great 
projects including these Cityscape Bookends for the Power Tool 
Challenge! They are great for a college dorm, a kid's desk, or 
even a home office! Have any questions? Leave a comment below! 





















